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Introduction

In 2022, the Japan Federation of Accredited ECEC Centers
published a book titled “Communicating through Comics: Giving the
life of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Early Childhood
Education and Care” (edited by the Japan Federation of Accredited
ECEC Centers and published by Eidell Institute), which aims to
provide materials for educators to consider how the Convention on
the Rights of the Child can be applied in the field of early childhood
education and care.

This booklet is a response to requests for an English version of
the book, featuring five stories selected from a total of 47 stories
translated into English.

A complete translated version of the book will be published in the
future, and available for purchase.

Please contact us soon in order to get your copy immediately
after the completed book is ready for you.

March 2025

Kazuhiko NIIJIMA

Chairman, International Committee,

Japan Federation of Accredited ECEC Centers
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Child R, holding a toy car in his hand, is
coming in a narrow space where other
children are playing with the blocks.

Vroom, vroom.

The teacher worries that a conflict might
occur and abruptly picks up the boy.

“You shouldn’t play there. Play over

“Oh, no no. Even adults would be
startled if they were lifted up like a
crane load, wouldn’t they?”

12 ﬁ :, We should talk and listen to children
.t 5 properly and encourage them so that
” < we respect the child right
i o P ght.
T 0

“R.Would you like to play in a spacious
area over here ?”

Vroom, vroom.

Aren't the hands of the teacher becoming
like those of a crane truck?

HROBWRTFELEIEAT Infants and toddlers are playing in
WET, ABpAETENRBRARED their nursery room. Child Aand T are
" ° o . enjoying playing with blocks when

ERELATWHEZAIC, RBNED child R comes in with a toy car. A

BEbPERFSTA->TEXE L, B conflict seems imminent as child R

ox " - L= approaches the small space where

J%Kh‘i;zéﬁﬂ'—(\/\%:?%h\t =5ThS the blocks are stacked. At that

TIHREZS TY, TAKE. RE moment, the teacher suddenly picks

+HARBEV L WEE FFT. [25 up Child R and moves him, saying,

ETHOREL] EBBEETLEL Go play over here.

Ll It must be very frightening for a
ok pa g child to be suddenly picked up like
R Ly bﬂt?\.{; & ’C?%? that. If an adult were treated that

FI &M L. RANZALBIEE way, it would be a big problem.

NE-HAMETT, Instead of moving a child like a

crane truck, we should encourage

IL=YDESEFELEBBTY them to move on their own by saying

ZDTEBRL [T2BDEVET S something like, “How about playing
THEALEBESHNLS] EBEHT. in this wider space?” Through the

N o _ accumulation of such small acts,
BATBETESL3(1CRY —h children can feel that their existence
WINESIRZEDBEHENRTEH. BHD is recognized.

=bors RLCTH

FENBHLNTNBEBLTHEDD Yulia, Director, Hekinan Kodomoen ECEC
TRBEVWTL&ESIH? Centre, Hekinan City, Aichi Prefecture
)7 BHREET - NFRACCLEBR Article 3:  Best interests of the child

Article 12: Right to express views
Article 31: Right to rest, leisure, play, and to

.. e participate in a cultural life and the
$3k FLLORBOFH arts
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“Okay, everyone! It’s time to finish.
Let’s work together to put everything
away quickly.

“l wanna play more.”

“When we're back from the potty,
we’ll do some fun drawing sitting on
chairs ”

“Oh. I don’t wanna draw.”

“You can look at a picture book after
you finish drawing.

“l wanna do Origami.”

“I wanna play outside.”

The teacher changed her mind to listen
what children want to do.

“We are thinking of going for a walk

The right to self-determination and the adult’s
duty to provide explanations.

WOLDRBEOPT, RICEED
ED2EMNS. BRBEDEDRAL
WEB., ZTABRIEZFERLIEI LR
HNEEAD, RBEEFFELT, AR
B\hn “EE@R EROTLES L
NELHDET, TNEGFIC FEL
TBICBRAICBVWERFIEH TS
DUVWEHS, BAREFCIE TL!) W
SRENTERLS(CLTHELIER
RITY,

FELRBERALE>TETEHED
DERLNL. KADEKET <IZFFL
LNfeh, 5 ezMuntingk
NDULET. UL, FELDIEREES
ZBH., REDIELTERVFED
bDFEEE > RIS ETHREN
ROLONTWET, FEBLLEED
DIEEBHTINBVE, ZDIE
5 L TRIDRR TR TE—ILY
2728, KBICKBRBENVHELBD
DIEEBVET,

BA—F ®RSN\ITH FHREEER

BIFR FLEOREOME

Have you ever experienced
situations where the environment
suddenly changes with a word, or an
activity starts abruptly without any
prior explanation, in your usual
childcare routine? Sometimes,
childcare, even from infancy, tends to
focus too much on group rather than
individual. That's why it's important
to let children feel acknowledged by
adults and to allow them to express
their dislike by saying “no” when
they feel uncomfortable.

Compared to adults, children have
very tender hearts and are quick to
forgive adult mistakes or listen to
what they are told. However, when
considering children’s rights, it is
necessary to foster a childcare
environment where we actively listen
to the voices of children who may
have difficulty expressing
themselves. If children feel that they
are not being acknowledged, they
may sometimes strongly assert
themselves in other ways, making
group childcare difficult.

Kazuo Shimamoto, Director, Suwa Nursery
School, Hachioji City, Tokyo

Article 3:  Best interests of the child

Article 12: Right to express views

Article 13: Freedom of expression

* 2% BRRDIE
: S
«x.-; tomorrow. Where would you like to go? =135 FH - BEOSH
s “The Oak Park”
?:

“I wanna do acorn picking.”
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We had an incident like this.

“Wow, a toilet paper roll in the toilet!”

“If you do such a thing, there will be
no toilet paper rolls left and
everybody will be in trouble.”

“Mom. Can | take our toilet paper roll
to the school ?”

“Yeah, sure, you can.”

“There. | brought this because | want
everybody to stay out of trouble.”

“Oh,,”

The Right to Become an Independent and

Compassionate Adult

r Ly bR=S—HO—ILT BB
CA>TWBBHAHEEE L, 22
T BIEES SRR R Ly hx—
R—HBL BT, BABHNES LIS
BH&] EELELR, THEABRA
E BIBERBEBBEAL (B35
DALY hR—N—%RBBEICE-T
FA>THNN) ERRE LT, BBSA
R EML LB A< W E]
ERALy hR—S— %L E LT,

B, AB B ABECHE>TEL b
ALy hR—R—%ELE LT, BIER
[E5LFTm?) LARDE. AP Al
[RALY bR=IN—HBRLBBEHA
BHEBN D] ESDFRCENE
Ltz [COFDRANEDIFTERND
(o] EIBEIRRBHICES LEFIC,
ETHBLLBNE L, V

ABBADBBEABEERVEL
FHATLE, FELDIEAELTL
T FELEMAEEBELTLBDTY.
FEBITE > TWBIEAKTRIER (A,
BPHEBANCEHOBVPENEZ
DEFHATELL, BENBHLKE
<RBIERITY,

HFE—E BERLAD  PLREERER

3R FLEORBEONEH
F2% BRERVIE

There was a series of incidents
where toilet paper rolls were being
flushed down the toilet. The teacher
explained to the entire class, “If we
run out of toilet paper, everyone will
be in trouble.” When A-chan got
home, she asked her mother, “Can |
bring some toilet paper from home to
the nursery?” Without asking for a
specific reason, her mother replied,
"Sure.”

The next morning, A-chan brought
the toilet paper to her teacher. When
the teacher asked, "Why did you
bring this?” A-chan casually replied,
"Because everyone will be in trouble
if we run out of toilet paper.” The
teacher was surprised and happy at
the same time, thinking, “She didn't
even do it herself..

A-chan’s mother didn't question
her daughter'’s reasons. She trusted
her child, and the child trusted her
parent. The most important right for a
child is the right to be loved and
raised while having their thoughts
and wishes embraced by their
parents and other adults close to
them.

Kazuhiko Niijima, Director, Nakamaru
Nursery School, Kitamoto City, Saitama
Prefecture

Article 3:  Best interests of the child
Article 12: Right to express views
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Hey, mom, listen!

Yeah, yeah, later later.

“You know, mom, hey listen.”

“l want her mom to appreciate this
moment with her more.”

“Mom, you know what ? Today, | did,,,”

“I'm sorry, yeah, tell me, what did you
do today?

The girl felt so relieved,
“We played with blocks.”

“So, mom was listening to me
all this time.”

The girl felt so relieved,

Listening to Children

REPET, FELLHDF LM
ERETERPLEEZEZTVEY, RE
BERALOBEBMENGL TV LI
ETIRRNHNETH. REZEDH4L
[EODFOFEICHECATVNDDSRDH
BHBMNEBESINBVAEVNH LR
WEY, AVRAFICEMAIEKT, F
EEN—EBHICELH T THLRIREY
BRICLRSFHE, SEKRBIC. F&
LOBICEEMBIFTUELLEOHDRLN
BB [FEENBULNNFITELAEES
THWTHIFTR] EBBWLELT.

KACELSTF—BDZ LT, [F>T
T EBONZDOHELNABRNTT, R
BEL [FoTTh £EESZer'HnE
ITH, FELDRBVWAERZ(FIEHTEAEE
W, FELICEBWLET,

FEbE@MEEDT. BODOHER(T
TFELDEUMNFIZEZZDIEFEST
L&d. FELDBEBEREIES BN
TL&S. BADBLWEAYIICLTEDA
f=FE BODOANBERYICTBAIC
o TNBERBSIDTT, b ARAIE
FELO—BDRBLERRETT, FLB
LBICEESWZWEBVET,
RHEEF REFRBH - A7 IYREER

3R FLLEORBONEH
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| believe it is very important to
listen to children at home and in the
nursery. While teachers
opportunities to train to listen to and
respond to the voices of many
children, parents may not always
respond to their child's voice
because they are so familiar with it..

| have seen parents, while holding
their smartphones, give one-word
answers to their children’s
enthusiastic questions. In those
moments, | sincerely wished they
would cherish the present and listen
to their children’s voices. Later, |
would ask them, “When your child
talks to you, please face them and
listen.”

It might seem like just a moment
for adults to think, “Wait a minute.”
Even caregivers sometimes say,
“Wait a minute.” However, it is
important to acknowledge a child’s
feelings and face them, and then ask
the child to wait.

What if we don't face children and
only respond to their calls based on
our own convenience? How will it
affect a child's self-esteem? | believe
that a child whose feelings are
valued will grow up to value others.
As adults, we want to be able to face
children sincerely, without missing a
moment of their feelings.

Yuriko Ando, Director of Megumi Yojien
(Nursery School), Kyoto City, Kyoto
Prefecture

Article 3:  The best interests of the child

Article 12: Right to express views

Article 31: Right to rest, leisure, play, and to
participate in a cultural life and the
arts



Episode 5 TLTHN? BEL5LICHDDS What Shall We Play?

FELELHICBLLEDLBIEDKY) This is a real-life episode that
“l wanna go for a walk.” SEUHTRLSEANEZROTEY — made me realize once agéin the
importance of creating a life together
“] wanna to do crafts.” RTY, with children.
" . » L BESICEMNT RS ERAFEZT Initially, the adults had planned to
| wanna play with blocks! go for a walk, but the children

W btjb\f FELLBRENTNISO seemed to have their own ideas
T:b\iﬁi()b*&?%;ﬁ?o ZIT. —ADED about what they wanted to do.
0)5\,%’5%5?7152*16&’3\ DY) —F Therefore, to meet the needs of each
= § . NN child, we consulted with other groups
CHMBHEL TRV IL—TTOEBEL. and decided to have mixed groups
BATERLTSMTESB/ILANEZE  where children could choose their

| wonder what the children really want

todo ? : .
— vz Go for a walk? Or maybe playing BULEEZA, 2D BFR%EE>TGEAT own activities. As a resylt, ch\\dre_n
_ /}_14' inside? . e were able to play physically, continue
@@ - N, Co<Kh EBHDBVDIREELID, & their morning activities at their own
- “I was planning to take them for a fo. BRRROFELICHEBNTED & pace, and we were able to take care
walk, but,,.” SthELE of children who were not feeling well.
= e For children, the feeling of being
FEHILE-TE BANELLICEDN able to participate in their own lives,
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" TWBIE, BRZ-E. DHENZEAER make choices, and express what they
“Ah, going for a walk was good fun.” [ N want to do led to a sense of security.
BRHEWSRREBL TRORICOBA S For adults, it was a realization of the
“I wanna play with blocks again.” TWEELZ, ZUTKRAIZESTE FE importance of informing children in

LTWBEEIDWT D DEN, BdBlLz advance so that they could have
opt ) expectations and a sense of what to

ELTAY
BTB&SIC POFLLIBIEABCL expect for planned activities.
DATDEIAERLREOEERNELT, Through mixing children’s classes

SN N R — (- together regularly, the teachers of
FIo BBTVI—TTBITIERED.  aon class, were able to share

FEEDKFEEBABL. FLELEDEZHE  observations about children and their

“What would we like to do

. BL. BBORBALBIFEonIf(cy  Dehaviors which led to better
‘%i tomorrow? B < ? communication and planning for the
28 A0y N next day's practice.
A Look Teachers! Today we played doing

many things such as ,,, ALSEEF SRBUEBOX -

FEEENANTREBEREL Natsuko Uchiyama, Former Childcare

Worker at Kitami Baobab Nursery School,
............................................. Setagaya-ku, Tokyo

L LOREONE A‘sThb ......... fhhld
124 BEXE rticle 3: e best interests of the chi

= e . . Article 12: Right to express views
F3NE A8 K- BT. X8 - SHOEZAO Article 31: Right to rest, leisure, play, and to
m participate in a cultural life and the
arts
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